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      Twenty-five years ago on New Year Day 1993,  delegates to the first North America Congress on Chinese Evangelicals (NACOCE) were going home.  At that time, the Chinese church was full of hope.  NACOCE ’72 announced the merger of China Graduate School of Theology and China Evangelical Seminary (which did not materialize subsequently) at the closing ceremony.  In 1973, Breakthrough magazine was launched in Hong Kong.  In 1974, Chinese leaders attended the Lausanne Congress on World Evangelization.  In 1975, China Graduate School of Theology opened its doors in Hong Kong.  In 1976, the first Chinese Congress on World Evangelism was convened.  At NACOCE ’78 held in Toronto, the Fellowship of American-Chinese Evangelicals (FACE) was launched.  Theological education and church leadership were two crucial issues, and the 1970 was full of activity.  

      A quarter of century later, as 1997 becomes history, where is the Chinese church in North America now?  The 21st century will be here in less than two years.  In terms of secular intellectual and cultural trends, the 21st century is already here!  Where is the Chinese chuch?  

      In Mandarin-speaking churches, the majority of baptism candidates are from mainland China.  Hundreds of American (Caucasian) churches, parachurch groups and fellowships are reaching out to mainland Chinese students.  Taiwan and Hong Kong Christians are struggling to evangelize their peers, particularly those Chinese who do not have a student background in North America (workers, businesspeople, etc.).  The foreign student of the 1960 are reaching retirement age in the 1990.  The Chinese Coordination Centre of World Evangelism (CCCOWE) is 25 years old.  And in addition to Ambassadors For Christ (founded 1963) and Chinese Christian Mission (founded 1961), there are almost 200 Chinese parachurch organizations with offices in North America.  

SIGNS OF HOPE 

      Beyond these, we need to be aware that the world is changing so fast, that we are hardly keeping up.  The situation is complex.  The needs are great (as I have stated in acing the Crises of Our Time,” Chinese Around the World, July 1997; email author for your copy).  The very civility of society is at stake, as the challenge to world evangelization in the 10/40 window continues to beckon the church.  

    But there are also signs of hope:  

1.  Early retirees and mid-career OBC (Chinese from Taiwan, Hong Kong and elsewhere in Asia) are asking some acute questions anew: What is the meaning of life?  What is the mission of my life?  Is there more to life than serving in the local church (where many are burned out)?  

2.  American-born and American-raised Chinese young adults are tasting the excitement of cross-cultural evangelism in the 10/40 window, including (especially) in mainland China.  They are asking: How can we mobilize the Chinese church to truly penetrate the 10/40 window?  What is my place in the Chinese church?  Or should I join the many who are discovering new life in the Asian-American churches (led by Korean-Americans and Chinese-Americans, catering to people from a variety of cultures)?  

3.  Mid-career seminary students are entering the pastoral ministry, sometimes in their late 40 or in their 50.  These pastors bring a wealth of experience into the pulpit.  The Chinese church stands to gain in the long run from their commitment to the ministry.  

4.  There are over 300 mainland Chinese Christians (PRC) who are considering ministry; or are in seminary; or are graduates of seminaries, now living in North America.  Some put the number at 600.  These brothers and sisters will be the future pastors of Chinese churches; missionaries in mission organizations based in North America; and spokesmen for the gospel among the 1.2 billion Chinese.  They deserve our welcome, encouragement, support and respect.  

      As a Chinese Christian who have lived in North America for 32 years, I have hope in my heart.  I have hope despite the crises we face: crisis of the mind (postmodern philosophy will reign in the 21st century), crisis of the heart (broken homes and hearts), crisis of the soul (New Age religion and spirituality spreading in the west), and crisis of the will (lack of strong leadership in the church and in society).  But I worry also.  

NEEDED: THE CLEAR VOICE OF AMBASSADORS-CONFESSORS

     There are many voices today heard in and by the Chinese church.  Theologically trained leaders are commonplace.  But the Chinese church is weakening at the foundations.  Beyond the fact that we are not keeping up church growth with population growth, there is a serious danger that we are not holding on to the historic, biblical, Protestant faith nce delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).  I worry that our next generation will no longer confess the Bible and the wonderful system of doctrines contained in the Bible.  I worry that we will succumb under the risis of the mind” as the 21st century dawns.  On the surface, the Chinese church looks dynamic and handsome (look at any church parking lot on a Sunday; shining cars and handsome suits speak about our affluence and success).  But there are underlying currents which are very worrisome.  

      How can we prepare ourselves, particularly as church leaders, to face the intellectual challenge of the 21st century?  

      More than ever,  the Chinese church in North America needs tatesmen,” or ambassadors of the church, who are bold to confess the Word of God, compassionate to reach a variety of souls, flexible and adaptable in a world of diversity and rapid change, and ready any time to suffer for Christ, at whatever cost.  

      What does it mean to be an ambassador who will confess the Word of God?  

1.  We need ambassadors who will unashamedly believe that the Bible is the inerrant, inspired Word of God.  Biblical studies today (particular Bible courses in seminaries) emphasize a variety of critical theories, many of which erode our confidence in the Bible inspiration and authority.  Thirty years ago, evangelical theologians (regardless of denominational background or theological conviction on other issues) all agreed on that the Bible was inerrant, infallible, and the only and highest authority in all matters (in faith and life, as well as in history and science).  This is no longer the case.  The Chinese church, likewise, is listening to voices which take our attention away from the God of the Bible, to matters of cultural/linguistic background of the Bible.  Increasingly we are so absorbed with language and culture studies, that the clear doctrines which the church of Jesus Christ confessed throughout the centuries are no longer clearly heard.  

2.  We need ambassadors who are competent to teach the body (system) of doctrines taught in the Bible.  We need more than verse-by-verse, chapter-by-chapter study of Scripture (that is necessary).  We need to know what the Bible as a whole teaches us about God, his plan for history, and the problems we face.  This is the ministry of doctrinal teaching.  Chinese Christians are hungry for doctrinal teaching which are solidly based on Scripture.  

3.  We need ambassadors who are both thankful to God for our Chinese culture, and bold and willing to critique humanist thinking wherever it is found, even if it is found in Chinese thought.  Increasingly we are losing our confidence that the Christian gospel is absolute truth.  In our search for dialogue and common ground with people of other faiths, we are becoming so sympathetic with contemporary living religions and philosophies (e.g. New Confucianism; the Taoism of Lao Tzu and Chuang Tzu) that we dare not speak the historic Biblical truth in the midst of naturalist, pantheist thinking.  

4.  We need ambassadors who will undergo thorough training in the Bible.  Many church leaders who started out 10-20 years ago with a strong confidence in the Bible, no longer speak so clearly after graduate/doctoral studies in theology.  We need men and women to go to seminaries which are clear in their commitment to the inerrancy of Scripture.  I am grateful for the broad insights which can be gained through going through a Ph.D. program (in a seminary, or in a secular graduate school of religion).  However if we gain knowledge and lose the Word of God, what is the profit?  

5.  We need ambassdors who do not give up on the local church.  Many pastors are leaving the ministry of the local church.  Parachurch organizations abound – 60 Chinese organizations alone have offices in Los Angeles.  How can we shepherd God people if we neglect the local church?  Parachurch workers need to be deeply involved in the life and witness of the local church (as most are).  Parachurch organizations need to rethink their strategy and philosophy, so that they truly strengthen and serve the local church ministry of teaching and preaching the Word of God.  

6.  We need ambassadors who truly understand the intellectual challenge of the humanities (liberal arts).  There are many fashionable voices heard in the Chinese churches.  Books, tapes, videos and seminars are readily available.  What are the theological and philosophical presuppositions in these materials?  What are the authors/speakers’ philosophy of history?  How do they view culture?  Do they hold on to the absolute truth of the Gospel and the inerrancy of Scripture, while they lead us in studying Chinese philosophy, contemporary psychology, spirituality (or whatever topic)? 

7.  We need ambassadors who are willing to work with other coworkers in the ministry.  We all know that the one-man-show period in history is over.  We need to network with colleagues who are doing ministries which are similar to ours, or which are different from ours!  If pastors and parachurch/mission coworkers truly love each other, fellowship with each other, support and encourage each other at times of need and sorrow … we will be able to go through the present period of confusion and hybernation with a clear voice of leadership by the year 2020.  

8.  We need leaders who are truly broken in spirit, and open to wherever the Spirit leads.  I am grateful for many family-oriented ministries, including Chinese ones!   I am grateful for the contemporary renewal in worship and praise, leading us to a first-person response to the living God.  We need to reconsider, in mid-life, what it means to love God with all our hearts.  Then we need to take a good look at the world around us: filled with broken hearts and homes.  For all the intellectual leadership an ambassador may exert, he/she needs to reach out to individuals (of all cultural backgrounds), one soul at a time.  

CONCLUSION 

      The temptation is to go along with the fashionable trends of the world, whether they be marketing, psychology, traditional Chinese philosophy, the social sciences (sociology and anthropology), or contemporary theories of religion.  The temptation is to silence ourselves and let the world speak.  

     The good news is that all Scripture is God-breathed (inspired).  The Bible is profitable in four ways:  

1.  The Bible is good for teaching, telling us about God, about ourselves, about our need, about God plan for history.  

2.  The Bible is good for reproof, providing the basis to critique our thinking and our lives.  

3.  The Bible is good for correction, bringing us back to a way to think, and a way to leave, as God intends.  

4.  The Bible is good for teaching in righteousness.  It is a textbook for living!  

      Will you confess the Christ of this Bible?  Will you confess that this Bible is the very Word of God?  And will you unashamedly share and preach it, in the 21st century?  
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(Dear Andy: Would you like to refer the reader to the article I wrote 

for Challenger about a year ago, about preparing for effective 

ministry?  You may insert a note before the conclusion section?) 

