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INTRODUCTION

      
The history and the destiny of the American people reached a crisis point with the Clinton impeachment trial (December 1998-February 1999).  Important issues of ethics and national character, which in another generation would be addressed seriously in public discourse, were clouded with partisan politics and media bias.  While Christians called for the president’s resignation, the media constantly portrayed the public as disinterested in the “private life” of the President.  Careful observers, however, noted that not only American politics, but the media, ethics, and even our children would never be the same.  

      
How should Christians view the whole affair?  Even though the trial ended with an anti-climatic acquittal, the Clinton crisis raised many issues which demand our response as Bible-believing Christians.  Evangelicals must not treat this event as just another “fad.”  A more fundamental issue is: What does it mean to be a Christian witness living in the United States at such a time as this?  What is the meaning of impeachment?  What are the Christian foundations for public morality in a pluralistic society?  

We will focus on one issue: Does the Bible give us clear guidelines concerning the necessity of confrontation and discipline when a public leader sins and falls?  

Christians and the Impeachment:  
Why A Response is Difficult 

 
Several reasons make it difficult for Chinese Christians in North America to make a meaningful, Bible-based response to the issues raised in the Clinton impeachment.  


1.  The whole area of sexual ethics has traditionally made Chinese people uncomfortable.  We are used to remaining silent in this area.  We are not used to giving specific ethical guidelines to our young people.  We prefer to make indirect comments, or talk about issues in private, on very selected occasions.  Very often, sex is a subject which we delegate to youth counselors and medical doctors in the local church, to teach our young people. With the sexual revolution around us, however, there is an ironic fact: young people have less, not more, correct, biblical information about what God thinks about sex, than the situation before the sexual revolution.      



2.  On the other end of the spectrum, many Chinese young adults have been so bombarded with the world’s attitude to and treatment of sin  -- for example, pornography and the political use of sex -- that we have adopted a very secular, pagan, view to sex.  

We no longer remain unconditionally loyal to Biblical standards of purity before/beyond marriage, nor the sanctity of marriage.  When these secular attitudes are carried into our Christian life, and into the church, they harm our Christian growth, and they harm the purity of the church.  Unfortunately, the sad fact is that there is a steady secularization in the ethical views of Chinese Christians in North America. 



3.  The American press and public were indifferent to the impeachment, partially because American society had adopted pagan attitudes toward sex and discipline. The American people have failed to fear God and bow to God’s law, thinking that private sins of political leaders are not to be dealt with publicly by society – or not to be dealt with at all.  This secularization of ethics had been stepped up since 1963 – when prayer and Bible reading were banned from the public schools, and abortion was made legal.   



4.  In American society today, we are told to embrace new, unusual concept of tolerance.  This view of tolerance is built on a weak view of human morality and dignity.  As Christians, we believe that in order to be tolerant, one needs to first disagree with something as morally wrong.  Therefore, when we tolerate, or accept someone whose behavior is immoral in our opinion, this kind of tolerance takes moral courage.  By contrast, the kind of tolerance that we are asked to learn today does not take any moral courage at all.  We are told that anything goes, that any lifestyle is valid – especially the homosexual lifestyle.  Thus the only conviction required to be tolerant today, is the belief that there are no moral absolutes.  This makes a Biblical response to the Clinton crisis a “minority opinion” often ridiculed by the media.     



5.  Chinese people have traditionally taken a pragmatic, skeptical view to politics, and to politicians.  They are supposed to be “dirty.”  We should not be surprised to find corruption, or sin, in government.  Thus, Chinese people were not surprised when the Watergate crisis broke out in 1973-74.  



6.  Add to this the view of some Chinese people, especially mainland Chinese who have come to North America in the past 15-20 years,  who have taken for granted that the USA is a more “open” country, and that many sexual practices are common, and to be accepted.  These people have not thought through seriously about the Biblical standards for behavior, and the fact that there are Christian people in the USA who do not approve of the society’s pagan attitudes toward sex.  

Is this the Chinese version of “tolerance”?    

7.  Finally, the most serious factor that militates against a meaningful, biblical response to issues of public morality, is the fact that Christians do not confront sin directly in the church.  Discipline seldom happens in the church.  We feel that this is too embarrassing, or too time-consuming.  So we carry this attitude over to issues of public morality.  


Yet, respond we must.  

Why Christians Must Address Issues of Public Morality 


We cannot run away from facing these important issues, because: 



1.  God does have something to say about sex.  There are Biblical norms to a pure life.  Relations between men and women are an important area of the Christian’s life, which is governed by God’s Word.  



2.  There are Biblical norms to truth and falsehood.  There is a difference between telling the truth, and telling a lie.  And lying is forbidden in the Ten Commandments.



3.  There are also Biblical norms for those who are in leadership in the government.  God holds our leaders responsible for both their conduct and their work in the government.  

4.  Our young adults demand answers from the church, when current events around us are happening at a hectic, fast speed.  Does the church have a position of ethical questions?  We must provide honest answers to honest questions!   



5.  Older Christians should also think through how our Christian faith affects our attitudes toward sex (morality) and politics.  We need this, not only so that we can provide answers to questions from the young people; we need this in order to be strong, mature Christians.  Times are changing; we cannot take things for granted, and we cannot remain blind to the moral issues raised around us today.  



6.  Some of the standards the Bible sets for the church are similar to, and applicable toward, the conduct of those in government.  We will discuss these standards under the general topic of “discipline.”  Thus, we do have answers, as Bible-believing Christians, to issues of public morality.  

PURITY, DISCIPLINE AND POLITICS: 

Toward a Christian Response to Public Morality 

Many principles from the Scriptures are relevant to the Clinton impeachment crisis.  We list 20 for our readers’ consideration.  We trust that you will consider these prayerfully and critically, and that we will all grow, as members of the Body of Christ, to be more discerning, more bold, and most importantly, more holy and Christ-like!  

1. FEAR GOD, HE IS HOLY 

      God is holy, and expects/demands that we be holy.  His Word commands us: “Be ye holy, because I am holy”   (I Peter 1:15).   Our sin and our pagan attitudes are pitiful, but they do not change the fact that God has absolute, holy standards.  

As long as we do not fear God, and only fear men (i.e. what others think), we will never solve our problems properly.  We will never live a life blessed by God, and there will not be justice, and true prosperity in society.   We first face up to a holy God.  

We cannot afford to live day by day according to the polls: the consequence of this approach is too costly!  

2. WE ARE CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD

      
God is holy, and has created men and women in his own image.  Holiness, certainly, is among those attributes of God, which God has put in man, as part of “his own image.”  (Cf. Genesis 1:26-28, Ephesians 4:24, Colossians 3:10.)  Although humans have sinned and fallen, there is still some of God’s image left in sinners.  Thus, holiness is still an expectation from God.  Holiness is expected from us all: in sex and marriage, in politics and business, as well as in all other areas in life.  


A very fundamental (and obvious) part of the image of God in men and women is the fact that we were created male and female.  There are only two sexes and two genders in the world  -- male and female --not five as proposed by the Beijing conference on women (attended by Mrs. Hilary Rodham Clinton who led the U.S. delegation).  Sex was created by God to express the union and companionship between a man and a woman, in marriage.  

3. OTHER PEOPLE ARE CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 

God’s creation of human beings in his own image also means that we are not to sin against others.  Other people have a certain dignity given by God, which is not to be violated.  This includes the integrity and the privacy of their bodies and hearts.  Young people need to understand this, despite the horrifying example set by President Clinton.  For example: Sexual relations outside of marriage is a violation of the private world of others’ bodies and souls.  The common saying among Chinese people illustrate an ethical principle: prostitutes not only sell their bodies; they “sell their souls” (chu mai ling hun).    

      
Paul tells Christians in I Corinthians 6:18-20 that sexual sin (e.g. uniting with a prostitute) is a sin against our own bodies.  Sexual sin is not more sinful (more dirty) than other sins (e.g. murder); however, the direct, personal consequence on our bodies is more immediate.  Oral sex outside marriage, like sexual intercourse, is sinning against our bodies and the partner’s body.  Thus, four sins occur in when two people commit sexual sin: 

· Party A sins against Party B 

· Party A sins against his/her own body 

· Party B sins against Party A 

· Party B sins against his/her own body    

By the way, the Bible speaks more of the dignity of people, than human rights.  

We should respect others because they are created by God, not so much because they have certain “inalienable rights” (words used in the Declaration of Independence, written by Thomas Jefferson who was not a Bible-believing Christian).  The United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1945) is a secularized version of the teaching of the Bible concerning the image of God in man.  When the Bible does speak on rights, it tends to emphasize the rights of others, not ourselves.  Thus we are not to steal, because stealing violates others’ rights to their property.  We are not to give false witnesses, because they violate others’ rights to a public reputation.  

1. JUDGMENT IS REAL 

      
People today need a correct understanding of God’s character.  While God is gracious and loving toward humans  -- even after we have sinned and fallen – God also is holy and just.  And a holy and just God’s response to sin is judgment. This is because God is always true to his character.  God is sovereign and free; he can do anything he chooses to do.  But what God chooses to do, will always be true to, and in conformity to, his holy character.   He will never view sin as if it does not exist  (Exodus 34:7)!  


This is indeed what we find in Genesis 3 when Adam and Eve sinned: God pronounced judgment: 

· against the serpent 

· against the woman 

· against the man 

Romans 5:12-21 tells us that all mankind came under God’s judgment when Adam and Eve sinned.  

1. WE ARE ACCOUNTABLE TO GOD FOR WHAT WE DO  


      
When man (Adam and Eve)  had sinned, God demanded an account from man: 

“Where are you?” he asked.  (Genesis 3).  There is judgment, because God holds men responsible.  We cannot hide from God  (Psalm 139:1-12).  


A sense of responsibility for our sin is an integral part of repentance.  We are responsible for what we do in broad daylight, and behind closed office doors.  This sense of responsibility is not the same as being afraid of sin’s consequences!  Without this, civilization eventually crumbles.  

2. JUDGMENT INCLUDES PUNISHMENT 

      There is punishment in judgment.  When God cursed Adam and Eve, they were evicted from the Garden of Eden.  Even though God is a God of grace and mercy (God made skirts of skin for them), there are two kinds of consequences to sin:  

· spiritual (eternal death), and 

· temporal (sin enters the world of humans).  

Punishment, as well as temporal consequences, do not mean that God is not gracious.  


Man’s responsibility is to accept both the punishment and the consequences for sin.  When we try to cover up our sins, e.g. President Clinton’s alleged offer of a job to Monica Lewinsky, or the Watergate coverup in the 1970s under President Nixon, the situation gets more complicated: we sin further, and further inflicting God’s judgment.  

1.  WE ARE ACCOUNTABLE FOR WHAT WE DO TO OTHERS 

God holds us accountable not only for what we do in private, but also for what we do to others.   After Cain murdered his brother, God did not accept his excuse: “Am I my brother’s keeper?”   The implication is, of course we are our brother’s keepers.  

     
Most of the time when we sin against God, we also sin against our fellow human beings created in the image of  God.  For example: President Clinton sinned against his wife, his daughter Chelsea, Monica Lewinsky and her family, other women and their families, his colleagues to whom he lied (he chose to use the word “misled”), as well as the whole nation (see above, # 3,  where four sins occur when two people commit sexual sin).  And he is responsible.  

2. GOD’S LAW IS UNIVERSALLY VALID  

 God has given us his law: we shall not commit adultery.  We shall not give false witnesses.  We are not to covet.  The Ten Commandments have been respected in the USA for many years, and today the Russian government wants them taught to their school children.  

Why are the Ten Commandments so important?  They are universally valid for all mankind because:  

· The Ten Commandments show mankind to God’s universal, holy standards.

· The law of God helps sinners realize their need for a Savior.  Galatians tells us that the law is our schoolmaster.    

· For Christians, the law of God serves as a guideline to holy living pleasing to God. Thought we have been freed from the curse of the law, we died with Christ so that we can live as slaves to righteousness.  We are to love Christ by obeying all his commands.  

Evangelical Christians have neglected God’s law for many years; it is high time that we include and highlight it in our evangelism and teaching.

9.  TEACH GOD’S LAW 
      
When God gave his law to the people of Israel, he instructed them to paint it on doorposts, and even record it on pieces of jewelry (Deuteronomy 6:4-9).  The point is: God’s Word must penetrate our lives and pervade our whole environment, so that it is part of our daily lives.   

      
Christians must not avoid teaching any aspect of God’s law (sex, politics, etc.).  

This is especially true of the home: parents are to teach their children.  I am grateful to God that  my father gave my brother and me some lessons on the “facts of life” when we were still 11 years old.  He told us about the physical changes which would happen to our bodies in a few short years, and what true love is.  By contrast, President Clinton had a miserable environment, when the law of God was mostly missing.  


What shall we teach our children?  In a society where prayer and Bible reading are not allowed in public schools, how shall our children learn to fear God and his law?  America needs to return to biblical roots for education, society and public discourse.  

10.  GOD IS GRACIOUS 
When mankind fell, God immediately provided for our salvation.  God is not only in the business of  healing us of our temporal consequences of sin (e.g. hurt, pregnancies, broken relationships).  He provides a permanent solution to our spiritual punishment.  The solution, in short, is the blood of Jesus Christ.  

God’s people in the Old Testament understood that the sacrifices offered by the priests were symbols of the blood of Jesus Christ. The needs to be the shedding of blood, to atone for sin; we are sinners, and our sins are cleansed only by God’s grace.  Sacrifices were a symbol of this truth.    

God does forgive us when we repent and ask him for forgiveness.  By extension, we must forgive others who repent and trust in Christ.  This is what Jesus taught us in the Lord’s Prayer!  So Christians must treat Clinton as a Christian – a very weak Christian, perhaps no more than a nominal Christian who manipulates and misuses the church and her leaders. But he does profess to be a member of  the Christian church.  Therefore we need to be gracious to him.  

11.  CALL SIN SIN; SHOW TRUE REPENTANCE 

When we sin and fail, the solution is not to make excuses.   The solution certainly is not to lie about our sins (as unfortunately President Clinton did, even to the Grand Jury)!  The solution is confession, and true repentance.  The Bible calls sin sin, and so must we.  We call sin sin, because forgiveness is available!  When we use euphemisms and cover up the fact of sin, we can only offer weaker, and false solutions to the problem.  

      
Psalm 51 is a wonderful example of true repentance.  David does not make excuse for his sins of murder and adultery.  He cried out to God, “Against You, and You only, have I sinned.”    There is no excuse; our sins are laid bare in God’s presence.  

      
Repentance involves three elements: (a) confessing our sins, (b) a genuine grief, sorrow and hatred of our sin, and (c) a commitment to turn from sin, as we turn in fiath to Jesus Christ.  True repentance should also result in spiritual fruit.  This is what John the Baptist taught his disciples.  Repentance certainly includes accepting the consequences of sin. Unfortunately, we watched on television Clinton’s press conference with religious leaders during which he expressed sorrow for his sin, but in the same breath, and in other actions on the same day, he proceeded to fight his accusers  as political enemies.  


How often do we show true repentance?  

12.  GOD IS MERCIFUL 

God is gracious; he solved our sin problem.  But God is also merciful – he heals us in our suffering, as we face temporal consequences of sin.  God is merciful as we face up to the “scars” and wounds in our lives, which are the inevitable consequences of sin.    

Jesus promises never to leave us.  (Matthew 28:19-20) 

      
The mercy of God will extend to our family and relationships.  We do not have to agonize over the memory of “sins of my youth” (Psalm 25).  We will not forget; but God will teach us a new way to remember: remember our past in light of Calvary.  God is merciful.  


The Chinese church need to offer this kind of healing.  Our young people are hungry and thirsty for it.  Older adults are, too, though they seldom talk about it.  

13. RENEW OUR  MINDS 

When we receive God’s grace and forgiveness, we need to work at living out our new identity.  When we become Christians, we need to learn to learn new attitudes, standards, and perspectives. We are to be transformed by the renewal of our minds (Romans 12:2).  

When we need to make moral decisions, or when we respond to current issues in society, we need to examine ourselves.  Do we hold to: 

· Pagan attitudes toward sex?  

· Conservative, traditional attitudes toward sex which have no biblical basis?   

· Indifferent attitudes toward politics and politicians rather than a Christian sense of mission to be salt and light?  

The renewal of our minds begins with a systematic study of Scripture, and the truths taught in Scripture.  

11. FELLOWSHIP IN THE CHURCH: 

A BOND OF MUTUAL ACCOUNTABILITY 
The Bibe records the history of God’s great work of salvation.  It includes a very important thing God did: Jesus came on earth to establish his church as his instrument to carry out his purpose on earth.  God established the church as the fellowship of his people, washed by the blood of Jesus Christ,  and called to be a holy people, God’s own possession (I Peter 2:9).  

The church exists to fulfill three purposes (I Peter 2:5-10): 

· to worship God, 

· to build up believers to be mature disciples, and 

· to  witness to the gospel of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Part of the second purpose of the church – building up believers – includes the ministry of fellowship.  And what is fellowship?  It is not just a feeling of friendship.  It is not an organization!  (Chinese churches often use the word “fellowship” to mean a group, an organization of Christians of a particular age group, e.g. “high school fellowship,” or . 

“couples’ fellowship.”)  Fellowship means “sharing something in common.”  It is a bond which exists between Christians.  This bond includes mutual accountability. Thus Paul instructs us to “speak the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15).  


When we become Christians, we belong to each other as members of the Body of Christ.  This means that dating, sex and marriage are not just a “private affair” between two people.  Two people do not “fall in” love, get married and disappear into the sunset, “living happily thereafter.”  We know that this is only a fairy tale!  The reality is that we need the mutual encouragement, accountability and protection which the church provides.  

11. WE NEED SPIRITUAL SHELTER 

Christians desperately need the spiritual shelter and protection which the church provides.  In previous generations, the extended family is nearby and available to a younger person as he/she starts a family.  The church, likewise, was like an extended family; it is a network of neighbors.  This is no longer the case today.  Young adults need the shelter and protection which the church provides in the area of dating, sex and marriage.  

A Chinese-American pastor proposes that the church should establish a marriage committee.  Mature adults should volunteer to serve on this committee.  They are responsible to pray for, and to genuinely love the single young adults in the church.  When they deem it wise, they would recommend that two young adults consider one another for marriage.  


Young adults may be shocked at this idea.  They may ask: Is this too “old-fashioned?”  Are we bringing “Chinese culture” back into the church? 


I respond: Where is dating in the Bible?  It is a modern, western invention, based on an individualistic view of dating and marriage.  Is it biblical?  Or is it based on a myth (i.e., that single young adults know what’s best for them, love is a feeling, romance is a prerequisite for marriage, and marriage is a private affair between two people: ideas from Hollywood rather than from the Bible).  How should we biblically evaluate and critique this cultural form?  


Secular individualism has moved to an extreme, advanced stage.  The results have been disastrous for church and society.  It is high time that the church takes up her responsibility to be a shelter for her people.  

16. GOD  ORDAINED TEAM LEADERSHIP


The principles of mutual accountability and spiritual protection finds its institutional expression in how God ordained leadership in the New Testament church.  In Acts (chapters 13-14), wherever Paul went and established churches, he appointed elders.  In I Timothy 3 and Titus 1, Paul gave instructions on the qualifications and responsibilities for overseers (bishops) or elders.  We note that elders are always in the plural; that is, God ordained for a team of leaders to oversee and lead the church.  


The concept of  team leadership (i.e., the plurality of elders) is a means to protect the church from being misled by one person’s leadership.  It takes into account the reality of man’s sin and fallenness.  The U.S. Constitution takes this concept and extends it to the government: there is to be three powers, legislative (Congress), executive (President and cabinet), and judiciary (the courts).  

17.  THE CHURCH SHOULD BE AN EXAMPLE OF DISCIPLINE 

The Apostle Paul tells us that judgment begins with the household of God (I Corinthians 6).  That is, the church should lead the way, and be an example in how to execute discipline when Christians sin and falls.  


Jesus laid down the proper procedure to follow in discipline.  It is interesting to note that there are only several things which Jesus directly commanded the church to observe.  The church should: 

· make disciples of all nations 

· administer baptism 

· observe the Lord’s Supper 

· administer discipline (Matthew 18:15-18) 

Discipline is the responsibility of the whole church.  Ordinarily, Christians administer discipline by mutually admonishing each other.  When a Christian commits a serious sin, however, the elders need to take up their responsibility to administer discipline in an official way, that is, for the sake of the whole church.  

In administering discipline, Jesus tells us to follow these steps: 

· Step 1: direct confrontation 

· Step 2: confrontation with 2-3  witnesses 

· Step 3: tell it to the church (normally, the overseers or elders handle the case) 

· Step 4: expulsion from the church (again, this is to be administered by the elders) 

These procedures are to be followed in the proper order.  At each step, when the offender repents, discipline ends, and the act of restoration begins.  The purpose of discipline should always be: to draw someone back to God, to restore his/her relationship with God, and to restore his/her fellowship with the church.  Punishment is always an instrument, never the goal.  

      Did President Clinton have Christians who confronted him, speaking the truth in love?  Did U.S. religious leaders offer forgiveness prematurely, or was forgiveness offered on the basis of a true, heart-felt repentance?  

17.  PUBLIC SINS ARE TO BE DEALT WITH PUBLICLY

Though all sins need to be confronted by the church, there is a difference between private sins and public sins.  Public sins are those which affect the church’s public reputation.  Thus when a church leader sins and falls, the church’s witness before the world is injured.  I Timothy 5:17-20 instructs the church not to accuse an elder lightly, but that several witnesses are required.  This is because an elder’s reputation and the church’s reputation are closely related.  Sin is like a leaven (I Corinthians 6); it will poison the church’s spiritual purity and vitality.  

 
An elder represents the church.  A president represents the nation.  Therefore his private life (i.e., his moral character) is closely linked with the reputation of the nation he represents.  The current opinion that his sexual conduct is a “private” affair fails to recognize that, the President, Congress, the courts and other leaders of the United States have a responsibility to uphold the moral character of the American people.  This failure is rooted in a deeper failure: America has failed to fear God, as a nation.  

          
Therefore, public sins must be dealt with “publicly.”  “Publicly” does not, however, imply that every salacious detail be broadcast on national television, or on the internet.  Dealing with public sins publicly means that, authorities properly and legally established to judge leaders should be engaged.  In the case of a president’s failure, Congress is the proper authority provided by the U.S. Constitution to consider impeachment.  



The U.S. Constitution, patterned after the New Testament, provides for a system of indirect democracy, or a “republican” form of government.  Neither the Constitution nor the Bible gives us a system of “direct democracy.”  The Bible tells the people of God to recognize (through prayer and election) leaders gifted and called by the Spirit.  And when leaders are duly established, they lead.  Leaders do not lead according to the polls; leaders lead according to God’s principles.  

 

There is something sorely missing in our national character, when the President or the Congress make decisions based on how popular they would become as a result.  

18. DIFFERENCE BETWEEN JUDGING AND BEING JUDGMENTAL 

 Paul tells us in I Corinthians 6 that, when there are disputes in the church, even the weaker members of the church are competent to judge cases.  Judging cases, thus, is a responsibility of the church.  Christians at this point may raise a question: Didn’t the Lord Jesus instruct his disciples not to judge (Matthew 7)?  Does the Bible contradict itself: Judge not (Matthew 7), but judge (I Corinthians 6)?  

 When Jesus instructs his disciples not to judge, he is speaking of a critical and proud attitude.  We should never think that we are superior to our brothers and sisters.  With a log in our eyes, we should not be critical of the speck in our brother’ eye.  Jesuis speaking of  pride and a critical attitude.  Paul, however, is dealing with situations similar to those in Matthew 18.  In Matthew 18, Jesus tells us that, if a sinful brother will not listen to the church when he is warned to repent, the church should treat him as a pagan, i.e., a non-believer.  This involves judgment!  


We are to speak the truth in love.  This involves discernment of right from wrong.  This involves calling sin sin.  And in the case of un-repentant sinners, it involves official acts of discipline.  Matthew 18 tells us to expel people who refuse  to repent, and promises that God honors the church’s decisions.  

19. PRAY FOR OUR GOVERNMENT 

Governments are authorities established by God  (Romans 13), to warn the wicked and to promote righteous living.  Christians, therefore, should pray for government leaders (I Timothy 2).  This does not mean, however, that we should put our trust in the government, as if the government can solve all our problems.  Man’s problems will find their solution in the kingdom of God.  Political solutions are always incomplete, and often not in harmony with God’s principles.  However, Christians have the responsibility to promote justice and holiness in society.  Some Christians will be called to be government leaders (senators, governors, presidents).  All Christians are called to support the government by prayers.   


Governments will make mistakes.  Governments will sin, because political leaders are sinners.  Christians are called to be salt and light in the world.  In situations where the government sins and fails, Christians have the opportunity and the responsibility to speak out in prophetic confrontation, calling the government to repent and return to God’s ways.  

We find examples of this in the Old Testament (Nathan confronting King David) and the New (John the Baptist confronting King Herod).  


Politics can be dirty, politicians can be corrupt.  But avoiding the political process altogether is not the way to go.  Be salt and light, call people to repentance – this is Jesus’ command.  This will take courage and inner strength.  For this we need Jesus – but for this we have Jesus and his Spirit!  

CONCLUSION 


How old will you be in 2020?  What about the year 2010?  The years are passing by fast, and society’s moral standards are falling fast.  What will we teach our children?  And what will our children teach their children in the year 2020?  


We serve a holy God; he is also gracious and merciful.  Let us hold together justice and grace, holiness and mercy.  These are all attributes of God!  



When was the last time you, or your church, experienced God’s forgiving grace and healing mercies?  When was the last time we gave, or received, a word of truth in love (Ephesians 4:15)?  



Society is rebuilt as Christians speak the truth in love, one at a time.  May God find us faithful, and yet have mercy on our churches and communities.  

Pasadena, California 

February 15, 1999 
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